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Responses by Egyptian political parties to the Human Rights Manifesto for Egypt: 


In November Amnesty International sent letters to 54 Egyptian political parties inviting them to sign up to the manifesto. The organisation sought meetings with the leaders of 15 of the biggest parties in November and December. 

Below are the responses obtained and the number of seats obtained by that party: 

Egyptian Social Democratic Party (part of Egyptian bloc, which won 34 seats in parliament): signed up to all 10 pledges, but said it was premature to expect abolition of the death penalty in the absence of popular support. 

Popular Socialist Alliance Party (part of Revolution Continues bloc, which won 7 seats in parliament): signed up to all 10 pledges, but said it was premature to expect abolition of the death penalty in the absence of popular support. 

Egypt Youth Party: sent a letter with the signed manifesto, stating its commitment to human rights in general, but without giving details on the 10 pledges. 

New Al Wafd Party (38 seats in parliament): signed with the exception of the abolition of the death penalty. 

Democratic Front Party: signed with the exception of the abolition of the death penalty. 

Reform and Development Party (10 seats in parliament): signed with the exception of the abolition of the death penalty. 

Al Karama Party: agreed orally to all pledges with the exception of the abolition of the death penalty. 

Al Nour Party (125 seats in parliament): agreed orally to all pledges with the exception of the abolition of the death penalty and protection of women’s rights. 

Revolution’s Guards Party: sent a letter agreeing to the manifesto, with the exception of the abolition of the death penalty and protection of women’s rights, stating that they follow directions from Al-Azhar religious institutions on such issues. 

Egyptian Liberation Party: signed with the exception of the abolition of the death penalty and protection of women’s rights, stressing its opposition to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW); agreed to commit to ensuring non-discrimination, with the exception of non-discrimination on the grounds of sexual orientation. 

The Al-Wasat (Center) Party (10 seats in parliament): signed but expressed strong reservations to the abolition of the death penalty, the protection of women’s rights and ensuring non-discrimination. Expressed reservations on non-discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and according equal rights for Muslims and Copts in building houses of worship. 

Egypt Revolution Party: party representatives raised concerns in a meeting over the need for “security” and the obligation to respect “Islamic values”, justifying the continuation of the state of emergency, although pledging to combat torture. They also said freedom of expression, association and assembly were important but only as long as they do not “threaten public security”. They said women’s rights should not be in contradiction with religion and that discrimination against Copts was an issue blown out of proportion. The party did not raise reservations over other pledges. 

Free Egyptians Party (part of Egyptian bloc, which won 34 seats in parliament): did not respond to meeting request nor give feedback on manifesto. 

Freedom and Justice Party (234 seats in parliament): did not respond to meeting request nor give feedback on manifesto. Amnesty International did not receive a substantive response to its last attempt to contact them in January 2012. 

Justice Party (1 seat in parliament): did not respond to meeting request nor give feedback on manifesto.
