Members of the Committee on Health and Children are set out below. Please contact as many of them as you can. If you can only contact a few of them please contact representatives from your own constituency, and if that isn’t an option you might consider writing to Deputy Buttimer and Deputy Conway, as Chair and Deputy Chair respectively of the Committee. 

Deputies

Jerry Buttimer, Cork South Central (Chair)

Ciara Conway, Waterford (Deputy Chair)

Catherine Byrne, Dublin South Central

Michael Colreavy, Sligo-North Leitrim

Regina Doherty, Meath East

Robert Dowds, Dublin Mid-West

Peter Fitzpatrick, Louth

Seamus Healy, South Tipperary

Derek Keating, Dublin Mid-West

Billy Kelleher, Cork North Central

Eamonn Maloney, Dublin South West

Charlie McConalogue, Donegal North East

Mattie McGrath, South Tipperary

Denis Naughten, Roscommon – South Leitrim

Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin, Cavan-Monaghan

Senators

Colm Burke, Cork City

John Crown, N/A

David Cullinane, Waterford

John Gilroy, Cork North Central

Imelda Henry, Sligo-North Leitrim

Marc Mac Sharry, Sligo-North Leitrim
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Re:
Review of Mental Health Act

October 2011

Dear Deputy _________,

I welcome the commitment in the Programme for Government to review the 2001 Mental Health Act and I am pleased to see that this process is already underway. There have been many developments in our understanding of mental health and international human rights over the past 10 years and it is important that we use this chance to put provisions in place to protect and respect the rights of people with mental health problems. 

A core recommendation of A Vision for Change is that service users and carers should feature in every aspect of service development and delivery. We have a lot to learn from people’s personal experiences. These experiences of our mental health services should be at the heart of this review. If we truly believe in changing the culture in our mental health system to one of recovery-focus, one that treats people with the respect and autonomy that we all deserve, then this review must lead by example and do just that. 

I would be grateful if you could set out what specific measures the review process will take to listen to people that have learned from their own experience. In particular, how will people in long stay care with frequent experience of the Act be consulted with?

Yours sincerely,

