Minister Kathleen Lynch TD

Department of Health and Children

Hawkins House

Hawkins Street

Dublin 2
Re:
Review of Mental Health Act

October 2011

Dear Minister,

I welcome the commitment in the Programme for Government to review the 2001 Mental Health Act and I am pleased to see that this process is already underway. There have been many developments in our understanding of mental health and international human rights over the past 10 years and it is important that we use this chance to put provisions in place to protect and respect the rights of people with mental health problems. 

A core recommendation of A Vision for Change is that service users and carers should feature in every aspect of service development and delivery. We have a lot to learn from people’s personal experiences. These experiences of our mental health services should be at the heart of this review. If we truly believe in changing the culture in our mental health system to one of recovery-focus, one that treats people with the respect and autonomy that we all deserve, then this review must lead by example and do just that. 

I would be grateful if you could set out what specific measures the review process will take to listen to people that have learned from their own experience. In particular, how will people in long stay care with frequent experience of the Act be consulted with?

Yours sincerely,

