Mr John Gormley T.D.

Minister for Environment, Heritage and Local Government,

Department of the Environment, Heritage and Local Government,

The Custom House,

Dublin 1.

Dear Minister Gormley,

I am writing to you in relation to the Government’s commitment to closing old psychiatric hospitals and supporting residents to live in the community as outlined in A Vision for Change. However, in order for residents to move from HSE residential care to more appropriate independent living, the Government must deliver relevant community supports including health and social supports and appropriate housing. 

In 2007, over four thousand people were in long-stay residents in either in-patient hospitals or community residences in Ireland. With the right supports, the HSE judged that one quarter of these people could have been living more independently as part of their recovery, but these housing supports were not available.

The HSE report, The Efficiency and Effectiveness of long-stay residential care for adults within the Mental Health Services found that where appropriate, moving people from long–term residential care to independent living, as recommended in A Vision for Change, would ‘offer the prospect of enhanced effectiveness and impact of service in the longer term, in line with current international good practice, with little additional budget or resource allocation.’

Specifically I am asking you to ensure that:

· designated funding is made available to enable local authorities to provide housing for people with mental health problems transferring from long-term residential care. 

· a designated funding stream and civil service moratorium is established to provide the social and tenancy support services necessary to enable individuals to transition from long-stay care to more independent living.

People who experience mental health problems have a right to care and treatment as far as possible, in the community where they live. It is imperative that the Government ensures as far as possible that this right is delivered.
I look forward to receiving a response from you.

Yours sincerely,

