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Ireland critically needs to move to a modern, comprehensive and community based system of mental health services. After decades of failed implementation of policy Amnesty International and Mental Health Reform are campaigning for legislation to be introduced that obliges the HSE to plan, deliver and report on A Vision For Change. We want the Government to consider these recommendations as part of its forthcoming review of the Mental Health Act 2001.

BACKGROUND: WHAT IS THE ISSUE?

To date, Ireland’s approach to legislation in the area of mental health has been limited to an emphasis on involuntary admission and treatment and on inpatient services in our laws. In the Green Paper and White Paper produced by the Department of Health in advance of the current Mental Health Act 2001, it was recommended that mental health legislation should address the obligation of the State to provide access to comprehensive community-based mental health services. 

However progress on this issue has been slow to take place and more robust legislation is required to ensure the HSE fully implement A Vision for Change which has been broadly accepted by all the major political parties, including those in the current government.

The new Programme for Government commits to reviewing the Mental Health Act 2001 in line with the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and in the Oireachtas debates on the Mental Health Act 2001, all parties supported this principle. 
Now that the Act is being reviewed, we think it is a vital window of opportunity to finally consider the role that legislation can play in delivering a modern mental health service in Ireland. 

WHAT DO HUMAN RIGHTS SAY?

Article 19 of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD) states that it is the equal right of people “to live in the community, with choices equal to others.” It also requires the state to “take effective and appropriate measures to facilitate full enjoyment by persons… of this right and their full inclusion and participation in the community” This is also in line with recommendations from A Vision for Change.
SPECIFICS: WHAT ARE WE ASKING FOR? 

We are calling on the Minister to:

1. Commit to considering legislative provisions for planning, financing and reporting on community mental health services as part of the review of the Mental Health Act 2001;

2. Include this commitment when the Department publishes the Terms of Reference for the review of the Act.
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WHAT YOU CAN DO: 
· Take action. Write to, and make representations to the relevant ministers stating the government’s need to reform mental health legislation, calling on the minister and department to make sure this is delivered. 
· Pass it on. Circulate this letter/ email to your friends, family or colleagues. Post it on facebook or twitter. 
· Tell your story, by contacting Amnesty International, if you have been affected by these issues and are interested in becoming a spokesperson for mental health and human rights
· Join Amnesty and make us stronger by adding to the number of human rights defenders in Ireland (Text JOIN to 51444 or call 01 836 8356)
· Get involved in our anti-discrimination campaign www.amnesty.ie/mentalhealthdiscrimination 
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CONTACT DETAILS: 





Barry Johnston





Political Affairs Officer (Mental Health)


Amnesty International Ireland


Ballast House


Westmoreland St


Dublin 2





bjohnston@amnesty.ie


01 863 8300
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KEY POINTS:





Government needs to take the opportunity  of the review of the Mental Health Act 2001 to consider the role legislation can play in driving mental health reform. 





Call on the Minister to make sure this happens.














www.amnesty.ie/mentalhealth


